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1. Summary  
 

1.1 This report outlines recent action taken by the Chair of the Police and Crime Committee in 

accordance with the delegated authority granted to him by the Police and Crime Committee.  

 

 

2. Recommendations 
 
2.1 That the Committee notes the recent action taken by the Chair of the Police and Crime 

Committee under delegated authority, following consultation with the party Group Lead 

Members and Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM, namely to: 

(a) Agree the scope and terms of reference for the Committee’s scrutiny investigation 

of sexual offences and rape; and 

(b) Agree the arrangements for the Committee’s site visit to the Central South Basic 

Command Unit. 

 

2.2 That the Committee notes the summary of the site visit to Brixton Police Station on 

19 June 2019, as set out in paragraphs 4.2 to 4.4 of the report. 

 

 

3. Background  
 

3.1 At its meeting on 8 April 2019, the GLA Oversight Committee agreed that this Committee would 

undertake a scrutiny investigation on sexual offences and rape.  At its meeting on 14 May 2019, the 

Committee agreed: 

 

 That authority be delegated to the Chair, in consultation with the Deputy Chairman, to agree the 

scope and terms of reference for the Committee’s scrutiny reviews of hate crime and sexual offences 

and rape. 

 

 



        

3.2 Following that meeting, the Chair consulted with the Deputy Chairman and party Group Lead 

Members, about the scope and terms of reference of the scrutiny investigation.   

 

3.3 At its meeting on 4 June 2019, the Committee resolved:  

 

 That the Committee’s meeting slot on 19 June 2019 be used for a site visit to support the 

Committee’s scrutiny review of rape and sexual violence and that authority be delegated to the Chair, 

in consultation with party Group lead members and Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM, to agree the 

arrangements for the site visit. 

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration 
 

 Scrutiny investigation into sexual offences and rape 

4.1 The Chair agreed that the Committee would undertake a short investigation into sexual offences and 

rape, which will allow the Committee to examine whether progress is being made on some the issues 

it has explored recently on this topic: including the introduction of Basic Command Units (BCU) and 

the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime’s (MOPAC) response to the needs of victims.  The terms of 

reference for the investigation are: 

 To examine how the introduction of Basic Command Units has affected the Met’s response to 

rape and other sexual offences. 

 To assess the Mayor’s progress in delivering on his commitments to support victims of rape 

and other sexual offences. 

 

 Site Visit to Brixton Police Station  

4.2 A part of the scrutiny investigation into sexual offences and rape, the Committee agreed to use its 

meeting slot on 19 June for a site visit to support the investigation.  Following consultation with the 

party Group Lead Members and Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM, the Chairman agreed the arrangements 

for the Committee’s visit to the Metropolitan Police Service Central South Basic Command Unit at 

Brixton Police Station on 19 June 2019. 

  
 The following Members attended the visit: 

 Unmesh Desai AM (Deputy Chair) 

Steve O’Connell AM (Deputy Chair) 

 Tony Arbour AM 

 Sian Berry AM 

 Florence Eshalomi AM 

 Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM 

 Peter Whittle AM 

 

4.3 The purpose of the visit was for Members to examine how the introduction of Basic Command Units 

has affected the MPS’s response to rape and other sexual offences.  Members were met by 

representatives of the MPS who briefed Members on the changes around the investigation of sexual 

offences and rape since the introduction of the BCU model and gave Members an overview of recent 

performance data.  Members also had an opportunity to hear from officers holding different roles in 

the BCU related to tackling sexual offences and rape.   

 



        

4.4 The Committee has previously undertaken scrutiny reviews of child sexual exploitation and has 

continued to take an interest in the MPS’s work to tackle child sexual exploitation.  Members 

received a short overview of the BCU’s work to tackle Child Sexual Exploitation.  

 

 

5. Legal Implications 

 

5.1  The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in the report. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 

 

6.1 There are no financial implications to the Greater London Authority arising from this report. 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: None 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  

List of Background Papers: Member Delegated Authority forms: 1067a (Scoping and terms of reference for 

scrutiny investigation into sexual offences and rape); and 1073 (arrangements for the site visit to Central 

South BCU). 
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